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me that had extraordinary opportunities to be
in places like where you are over 30 years ago,
to try to create opportunity, to try to create
a framework within which everybody will be ex-
pected to be responsible and to try to bring
this country together as a community.

But most of your lives are still ahead of you.
And every one of you, if for no other reason
than you’re a part of this program, will have
a disproportionate opportunity—a dispropor-
tionate opportunity to exercise leadership. And
therefore you have a disproportionate responsi-
bility to do a good job with it, every one of
you.

When you go back home, your friends will
look at you a little differently. They’ll listen to
you a little more closely. They’ll want to know
what you saw up here. They’ll want to know
what your opinion is. And I am telling you,
you have got to be thinking now in this rapidly
changing world, what do you want the country
to look like when your kids are your age? What
do you want your work years to be like? How
do you want to feel about your country? And
what do you have to do to get there?

And I leave you with this. It’s very fashionable
for people today to say, ‘‘Well, it doesn’t really
matter what’s going on in Washington. Nobody
can make a difference. Why should I vote; it’s
all a bunch of bull.’’ I’m telling you, in the
4 years I have been President, I now am more
optimistic than I was the day I got here. I
believe more strongly than I did the day I got
here about the potential of all of us working
together to make good things happen.

And this country is a very great country.
There are 10 million more people working than
there were 4 years ago; 8 million people have
refinanced their homes; 3.7 million people have
homes who didn’t have them; hundreds of thou-
sands of people have better college loans than
they did; 45,000 young people are working to
rescue their communities in our national service
programs and earning money to go to college.
Don’t let anybody ever tell you that you can’t
make a difference in a democracy, that you can’t
change the course of the country, that you can’t
lift people up or pull people together. That is
not true.

And the most important thing maybe you can
do in the short run when you go home is tell
people this country works. That’s why we have
been around for 220 years. This country works.
This is a great country. And you have to pull
your weight and challenge your friends and fam-
ily members to do the same. But I will say
that if you do it, the best days of this country
are still ahead.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:33 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor John Dorin of
Montoursville, PA; Joseph Caouette, chairman,
Americanism Commission, and Lawrence Sperry,
national commander’s representative, American
Legion; Peter Johnson, 1963 Boys Nation alum-
nus; and Peggy Sappenfield, national secretary,
American Legion Auxiliary.

Statement on Signing Legislation on Most-Favored-Nation Trade Status for
Bulgaria
July 18, 1996

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
2853, authorizing the termination of the applica-
tion of Title IV of the Trade Act of 1974 to
Bulgaria. It permits the President to accord per-
manent most-favored-nation (MFN) status to
Bulgaria.

This is an important milestone in U.S.-Bul-
garian relations. Bulgaria joins Hungary, the
Czech Republic, and Slovakia as democratic
countries from which the United States has fully

removed trade restrictions that originated in
concerns about human rights practices during
the Cold War period. The legislation signals
America’s confidence in the political develop-
ment of Bulgaria and reaffirms America’s com-
mitment to Bulgaria as it continues its difficult
and historic economic transformation.

Bulgaria’s favorable record on immigration, its
progress in the protection of human rights and
development of a democratic, free-market soci-
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ety, and the establishment of cooperative rela-
tions with the United States helped facilitate
passage of H.R. 2853.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 18, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 2853, approved July 18, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–162.

Remarks at the Retirement Dinner for Senator Mark Hatfield
July 18, 1996

Thank you very much. Senator, Antoinette,
members of the Hatfield family, the remarkable
array of Congressmen here and your fellow Or-
egonians. I know the Chaplain of the Senate,
Reverend Ogilvie, was here, and I think that’s
good, Mark. I was afraid the last time we had
a vacancy, people would think with you in the
Senate they didn’t need a Chaplain. [Laughter]

I do have some news for all of you, and
for our Republican friends it’s good news and
bad news. And it is that the founding of Willam-
ette was one of two significant things that hap-
pened during President Tyler’s administration.
The bad news for the Republicans is that I
am the first President since John Tyler where
the deficit went down in all 4 years. [Laughter]
The good news is that John Tyler was not re-
elected. [Laughter]

I’m honored to be here tonight. This is the
biggest crowd of Republicans and Democrats
sitting together in a generation. I was looking
at them thinking I was also glad Mark Hatfield
didn’t run for President this year. [Laughter]

I came here to pay tribute to a remarkable
man, his wonderful wife, and his career in pub-
lic life, a man who was, like me, as he said,
a Governor at a young age; unlike me, he didn’t
mess it up the first time and get defeated, a
man who has served with distinction in the
United States Senate and who has lived his con-
victions as well as any person I have ever known
in public life. He has consistently opposed vio-
lence, he has consistently worked for every
chance to eradicate the remotest chance of nu-
clear war, and he has consistently stood for the
interests of his native State as he saw them.
He has done so many remarkable things in Or-
egon that bear his stamp, and he will be able
to see them for the rest of his life and always,
I hope, have a deep and profound sense of
pride.

But the most important thing to me about
Mark Hatfield is the way he’s done all this and
the kind of person he’s been and that he always
seems to be becoming, for it seems to me he’s
always growing. His idol Abraham Lincoln said,
‘‘You can’t fool all the people all the time.’’
I think we should all say of Mark Hatfield he
never tried to fool anybody any of the time.

I think every one of us here will say there
has been at least one occasion, if not more,
on which we have disagreed with him, some-
times deeply. But we always knew he was doing
what he thought was right.

He embodies the humanitarian spirit that we
all need a little more of in America and that
gives public service its meaning and makes it
worth the vicissitudes of public life. He is I
think also, in the best sense, a committed Chris-
tian. He has followed the commandment to love
the Lord and also to love his neighbor as him-
self.

Because he has tried to love his enemies,
he has no enemies. And I think this town is
the poorer for his leaving but the richer for
his legacy. And I can only say, Senator, in the
darkest hours of my life in the years ahead,
I hope I can always remember the twinkle in
your eye and the calmness of your demeanor
and the generosity of your spirit and the honesty
and openness and genuine charity with which
you attempted to treat everyone and every issue.
If all of us would be more like you, America
would be an even greater nation.

Good luck, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:57 p.m. at the
Sheraton Washington Hotel.
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